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Commissioned research projects: The case of proposing a bio-fertiliser financing model

Increasingly there is pressure on academics to contribute third-party funding in the form of
commissioned research projects. The latter can create unease when it is unfamiliar territory.
Additionally, finding a balance between conducting ‘cood research’ with scientific rigour and writing
business language for practice can be problematic (Richter & Hostettler, 2015). This session aims
to present the process followed to recruit such a project, and design and execute it. The case of a
South African agribusiness commissioning a research project will be presented. A risk-adjusted,
multi-stakeholder financing model for bio-fertiliser was developed and presented to the
agribusiness.
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